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HEART OF AMERICA CHAPTER 
Reporter: Dan Davis

President:  Mike Schoeppner

In early May, Danell and Doug Mauldin hosted a combined 
AMICA-COAA Rally at the Mountain View, Arkansas Iris 
Festival. This is the second gathering of these two groups 
in this fabulous small town noted for many weekend musical 
events. Their hospitality and organizational skills are 
unmatched. The rally was held around the Stone County 
Court House lawn. Other events were a Corvette car show 
and nightly live music and street dancing. We all enjoyed the 
great restaurants and the provided box lunches. We are all 
looking forward to return to Mountain View in the future. 

The following pictures are all from the event and show that a 
good time was had by all!

Danell Mauldin’s home-made German chocolate 
cake was a late evening hit at the Pinewood 

Cabins gazebo 

Our rally hosts, Danell and Doug Mauldin 

Above:  Tom McAuley and Cathy Cavitt visit with Mountain 
View mayor, Roger Gardner. Roger received many 
compliments for his festival weekend leadership. 

Right:  Greg and Trudy Moffitt enjoy the live music on the 
courthouse lawn.

Bill Klinger here from Flippin, Arkansas, located 
just up the road from Mountain View. 
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Debbie and Gerold Koehler Dale Haller, Michael Halfman, and Carl Cavitt 

Jim Quashnock 

Kathy Quashnock 

Tom McAuley Dale Haller 

Robbie Tubbs 

Carl Cavitt and Mike Schoeppner 
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LADY LIBERTY CHAPTER 
President : Marie Beemish  

Reporters: Vincent Morgan and Marie Beemish

On April 20th,  the Lady Liberty chapter held its second 
exclusive virtual meeting combined with a special 
presentation.  We began with a short business meeting 
with the usual reports, introductions of new members and 
nominations for our eventual election of officers later this 
year.  We welcomed our newest and youngest member, Elvis 
Pollock who lives in Brooklyn, NY and guests which included 
Roger Weigand.

After business was concluded, Dave Burritt shared the 
process of MIDI-sizing his nickelodeon and the items he 
created during this process. 

The presentation started with Dueling Banjos played 
simultaneously on a Mills Violano "dueling" with a Ragtime 
nickelodeon from the early 1990’s.

Afterward, Dave shared his process of MIDI-sizing his 
nickelodeon. He started with a rough budget and a wish 
list for converting the nickelodeon to MIDI. This list included 
playing MIDI through his machines via WIFI, create playlists, 
play by coin/wall box, convert existing rolls to MIDI, control 
multiple music machines at once, and turn off all valves in 
case of a MIDI disruption. With each step, Dave outlined his 
objectives and costs so another newbie would have an idea 
what to do. Costs and pictures of every component were 
provided.

The process from the hook up of valves, getting a control 
board and MIDI hardware, power supply, etc. was reviewed 
and followed by instructions how to mount the components 
together and where to mount the MIDI control board. Then, 
Dave discussed the process of cutting the pneumatic hose, 
and attaching a “T” and the valve; he recommended marking 
the valves with the tracking bar hole associated with it. He 
connected his Universal MIDI Controller. Once everything 
was set, he started testing the system. Via the Controller, the 
machines could be played by an iPhone/iPad (web browser), 

Alexa, coin wall box, or remote control (members of audience 
could play the Violano by going to a web address on their 
browser).

Especially enjoyable was seeing the Visual Roll Reader 
app with MIDI files based on a video of a roll going over 
the tracker bar. Bob Gonzalez asked how the “O” rolls were 
scanned for digitizing, so Dave shared the process and time 
required to scan. Dave indicated that once the software was 
configured, it took under three minutes to create a MIDI file 
of a three-minute song.

Towards the end of the presentation, Dave asked Amazon's 
Alexa to play something by the Beatles, which launched 
both his nickelodeon and his Violano playing "When I'm 
Sixty-Four". We also learned that Bob Stuhmer's Alexa also 
responded to the command; watch out when multiple Alexa’s 
are available, even online! 

For the finale, the attendees could choose a song through 
a website to play on Dave's machines.  We heard "Ghost 
Riders in the Sky", "Rocky Top", and Elvis Pollock's pick, 
"Sweet Georgia Brown". We also learned that you can take 
control of Dave's machines during certain times of the day at 
universalmidicontroller.com.

Dave also showed some of his collection, which included a 
Lochmann’s Original disc player and slot machines.

A Special Participant
Our newest and youngest member, 12-year-old Elvis Pollock, 
was excited to be welcomed into the AMICA family.  His 
favorite instrument is Wurlitzer 165’s and some of the Artizan 
Organs.  As background, Elvis became enamored with 
organs when Jane’s Carousel, below the Brooklyn Bridge 
and on the shore of the East River, in Brooklyn opened in 
2011, when he was only three years old!  He became a 
regular patron and couldn’t get enough of the music. 

Dave Burritt with the MIDI-equipped Mills Violano Dave Burritt coin-piano showing MIDI operation. 
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Elvis and his family have since been introduced to Ron 
Bopp’s Bruder, and that started deeper listening of the 
recorded music, mostly online. This love of band organ 
music has continued, and blossomed during the pandemic.  
With the family stuck at home, they did a lot more research 
and listening to different organs on YouTube.  Elvis read 
some articles about Mikey Mills and reached out to him.  
Mikey was kind and sent some information about other 
organs in the area including Nunley’s and the organs at 
The American Treasure Tour.  This research also led them 
to COAA and AMICA.  One of Elvis’ favorite books is Ron 
Bopp’s Encyclopedia of Carousel Organs and he continues 
to search out opportunities to listen when the family travels.

Elvis has become a friend of Joe Hilferty and Don Neilson 
of the American Treasure Tour in Pennsylvania, who now 
provide him with a personal guide whenever he can go there.  
His favorite book is The American Carousel Organ by Ron 

Bopp.  Elvis is doing all he can to get his 4-year-old brother 
involved in the hobby.  Wow!  What enthusiasm.  Go, Elvis, 
Go.

Special Presentation by Lady Liberty Members 
Bob Stuhmer and Bob Yorburg
On May 3rd Bob Stuhmer and Bob Yorburg presented a 
special event via Zoom about the Pell organ “The Golden 
Egg” that they built together, which is in Bob Stuhmer’s 
former dining area.  This event was the work of the Lady 
Liberty Chapter of AMICA, COAA, NCA and MBSI.  During 
this presentation, both Bobs talked about the history of the 
organ, how it was built, who did the carving and painting of 
the façade and more.  Then Bob Stuhmer talked about how 
he used to arrange music by physically marking and cutting 
holes in a master roll with an X-acto knife, which took several 
months per roll.  Now he can use Cakewalk and do the 
same thing in a few hours or couple days using a dedicated 
computer that is used for nothing else.  

The evening’s presentation was finished with a fantastic 
musical demonstration.  Bob Stuhmer demonstrated how the 
organ can be played by paper rolls or with MIDI.  This event 
was “attended” by over 90 people!  That’s pretty good since 

Elvis Pollock and Joe Hilferty with the Wurlitzer 166 replica 
in Morgantown, PA 

Bob Stuhmer’s home built “Golden Egg” band organ 

Elvis Pollock admiring a Limonaire Freres on Governor’s 
Island, NY in 2013 
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only about 10 people can fit in there live--standing up.  Way 
to go guys!  Keep it up.

Ian Frasers New Band Organ
At press time, we learned that young chapter member and 
pipe organ virtuoso Ian Fraser had obtained a Wurlitzer 153 
band organ.  More details to follow!

Additional Pictures of Bob Stuhmer, Bob 
Yorburg, and “The Golden Egg”

Additional Information: Contact Dave Burritt 
at  303 810-9566 and 

Dave@UniversalMidiController.com.  You can also 
“play” with the MIDI controller by clicking on the “Live 
Demonstration” tab.  View the slide deck from the 
presentation here: http://universalmidicontroller.com/
HowToAddMIDI.

Contact Bob Stuhmer:   bstuhmer@msn.com.




