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John & Elizabeth Miller on the Eden Palais

T

he Chicago Area Chapter of AMICA joined the Lake
Michigan MBSI in planning a June 3 – 5 three-day
Weekend Extravaganza.

Activities started Friday afternoon at the Halim Time
and Glass Museum in Evanston, IL. First opening in
2017, the collection includes over 1,000 timepieces.
Many of these were from the famed Seth Atwood’s
Time Museum collection in Rockford, Illinois. Also featured are over 70 works of stained glass and a collection focusing on the early life of Louis Comfort Tiffany.
Their resident clockmaker and restorer, César Lorca
met with us to describe some of his recent onsite restoration projects for the Museum. As the museum was
still closed for the pandemic and installation of new
exhibits, we had the place all to ourselves.
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More about the museum can be found on the internet at https://news.wttw.com/2017/10/18/new-museum-showcases-massive-collection-stained-glass-rare-clocks.
Saturday activities started at 2:30 in the grand foyer of the Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington Hills, IL. After
check-in, we were free to tour the collections. At 3:00,
steam engine demonstrations were held in the lower level of the theater. These engines were recently
serviced by volunteers from the Illinois Railroad Museum. They performed beautifully using compressed
air. Coins were set out in the lower level so we could
operate arcade machines as docents played the music
machines by request throughout the collection.
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Our Buffet Servers: Barry Schultz, Sandy Persky, Beverly
Chatfield & James Huffer

John & Elizabeth Miller on the Eden Palais

Visitors listening to a music boxes

The Parisian streetscape was open during the meeting.
On either side are art nouveau-styled perfume shop
window displays. Through the storefront windows attendees could see the fully restored 1890s apothecary
and ice cream parlor. These exhibits are a part of Jeffrey
and Rusty Sanfilippo’s Perfume Passage (www.perfumepassage.org) which recently hosted the International
Perfume Bottle Association annual convention.
Tours of the 5/80 Wurlitzer theater organ chambers were
given in groups of 15 people at a time. As the Sanfilippo organ chambers were laid out to provide technicians
excellent access to all chests and pipes, they afford us
wonderful views of the pipework from the open chamber doors.
We assembled in the theatre for a welcome from the
Sanfilippo Foundation Executive Director, Gregory Leifel
and introduction of Chicago’s foremost photoplay organist, Jay Warren. Jay took over with his accompaniment of
the 1924 silent film “Sherlock Jr.” starring Buster Keaton.
This has been one of audience’s favorites, with or without live theatre organ accompaniment.
Activities moved on to the Carousel Pavilion with a social hour and mini mart featuring mechanical music treasures available for purchase. The event was catered
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by Lou Malnati’s, a restaurant featuring meals from the
1940s era of Chicago deep‐ dish pizza. Various pizzas, Italian beef sandwiches and salads were served.
AMICA and MBSI chapter officers served the food and
drink.
Cake was brought out as the fair and street organ
concert began. After the concert it was time for the
classic “Battle of the Organs”. The 110‐key Gavioli and
Wurlitzer 180 alternated back and forth, one and then
the other. The Gavioli finished the battle with Jasper
Sanfilippo’s favorite song, “Lillie Marlene”. As the evening’s finale, everyone had a chance to ride the galloping horses, rocking gondolas and the spinning tub of
the Eden Palais salon carousel.
On Sunday, we relocated to Oak Park, Illinois, the location of the family residence of Herbert S. Mills, principal of the Mills Novelty Company. We played monkey
organs from the front porch of the home and outside
while mechanical music instruments were demonstrated within the home. The Mills Violano donated to the
home by Jasper Sanfilippo entertained guests off the
front entry. We were able to share music and instruments with a great many interested public, both young
and old. It was a fine end to a great weekend.
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Automaton Clocks in just one of the many clock galleries in the Halim Museum

Mark Pichla entertaining with his Verbeeck organ on the
porch
Paul Meyer playing his Jaeger Brommer organ on the
porch

Margaret Bisberg explaining the workings of music box discs
Mel Septon at The AR Steinway he restored for Sanfilippo
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Heart of America Chapter
Reporter: Dan Davis
President: Mike Schoeppner

M

ountain View Arkansas was founded in 1873. Today's population is 2,877 with claims to be
the "Folk Music Capital of the World." Most every weekend they host musical events, street
dances and car shows around the Stone County Courthouse square. The annual Iris Festival is
held in early May when flowers are in full bloom. The hospitality of the city fathers and volunteers
always make us welcome and ready to return. This marks the third year Doug and Danell Mauldin
have hosted a combined AMICA / COAA Organ Rally. Twenty-two members attended. After the
rally on Sunday morning, several people visited Bill and Nora Ann Klinger’s home in Flippin, Arkansas.

Happy attendees at the meeting
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Gerold and Debbie Koehler
Hosts Doug and Danell Mauldin

Angelo Rulli

Greg and Trudy Moffitt

A Local teenager cranks the Quashnock organ for a young
music lover. This teenager has loved the organ in past years
and returns each year for more duty
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In front of his shop, Bill Klinger wakes up the
forest with his calliope
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Early arrivers chow down at the local cafe

Suzie Hendricks

Tom McAuley

Jim Quashnock

Elise Reonigk and Tom McAuley

Ray and Noragene Harding
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SOWNY Chapter Report
Reporter and Photographer: Tim Wagner
President: Glenn Roat

Chapter President Glenn Roat (folder on lap) leads the business meeting

H

owdy fellow AMICANs! Greetings from Tim Wagner,
a new member of AMICA’s SOWNY Chapter. In 2018,
when I learned that The AMICA Bulletin publisher Glenn
Thomas would be publishing a series of articles regarding MIDI technology, I joined the organization. Living
temporarily (four years) in Bloomington, IN at the time
for employment, I didn’t think to join a chapter. After
reading about some of the pre-COVID Midwest Chapter
activities I missed, I realized this was a mistake. Moving
back to Western New York last July, I contacted SOWNY
Chapter President Glenn Roat to connect with the chapter.
Saturday, May 28th saw me driving west to the Lancaster, NY residence of SOWNY Chapter members Mike and
Holly Walter to participate in the chapter’s first meeting
since Christmas, 2019. The morning’s somber clouds
gave way, revealing beautiful sunny skies as Lancaster
drew near. Inside Mike and Holly’s lovely home, sunshine prevailed in the smiling faces of 20 folks, eager to
see one another after several years. Ron Struzik and I
are both new members to the chapter and were warmly welcomed as some of the first arrivals. A bright and
comfy music room featuring reproducing pianos, coin
pianos, jukeboxes, a disc music box and cylinder phonograph captivated us newbies. Upon invitation to select
an Ampico roll to enjoy and having lived in Indiana for
the past four years, I chose a well-known composition
from fellow Hoosier, Hoagy Carmichael. The Emse Dawson arrangement of “Stardust” sounded heavenly as
performed on Mike and Holly’s restored 1928 Mason &
Hamlin Ampico-B Reproducing Grand Piano.
In addition to the camaraderie of local chapter members, we were delighted to welcome Christy Counterman, a chapter member from Tallmadge, Ohio, and
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AMICA International President Joel Cluskey and wife
Georgeanne from Pittsburgh, PA. Both parties travelled 200+ miles to join us! On their morning drive
up from Pittsburgh, Joel and Georgeanne even made
a stop in Bradford, PA to provide a piano evaluation.
With my passion for amusement parks & roller coasters, carousels & band organs, and an interest in the
built environment & historic preservation, it was a
pleasure to meet Joel, as he is an architect, specializing in historic preservation. In fact, one of his firm’s
clients is Kennywood Park, one of the country’s finest
traditional amusement parks, featuring three woodtrack roller coasters from the 1920’s, including a racer!
In addition to managing our chapter’s finances as
Treasurer and keeping husband Mike from straying too
far into trouble, Holly Walter captained the edibles for
our chapter meeting. With snacks in hand and conversation flowing, members settled in several areas of
the Walter residence to catch up after a two-year hiatus and enjoy some music. A-roll tunes on the 1928
Seeburg E coin piano with xylophone pleased many
an ear, along with A-roll tunes performed on a 1923
Seeburg L coin piano. Learning that Ruth and I own
an upright 88-note player piano (1920 Emerson, with
Simplex action) congenial host Mike invited me to visit
the basement. Piano roll music rose as we descended
the stairs and I asked Mike if he knew the password to
enter this speakeasy. Down below, Mike introduced
me to several boxes of 88-note piano rolls, free for the
taking. While Georgeanne auditioned rolls on a 1918
upright Beckwith Piano (one of two upright players in
the basement), and interested parties perused the roll
offerings, my eyes surveyed the surroundings, taking
in several more colorful jukeboxes. Oh joy!
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1910 Model A Edison Amberola Cylinder
Phonograph (on loan from John and
Jane Marone) upstaging a wall of
Ampico rolls

AMI Continental 2 Jukebox (1962)
upstaging a 1941 Wurlitzer Model 750
Jukebox

Meeting time soon interrupted our subterranean activities. Chapter President Glenn Roat led the business
meeting. In the Chapter Secretary’s absence, Chapter
V.P. Larry Weingartner kindly recorded meeting minutes. Agenda items included this year’s and future AMICA Conventions, possible chapter road trips, and the
possibility of our chapter hosting a future AMICA convention. Discussion of this last topic centered on a lack
of compelling automatic music venues in Western New
York and Southern Ontario to attract attendees. Several
private collections are good candidates for open houses,
but that does not a convention make.
A visit to the Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum in
North Tonawanda, NY, with their operating Wurlitzer
band organ roll perforator and master roll collection,
paired with a visit to the nearby Riviera Theater, with its
Mighty Wurlitzer theater pipe organ, would make for one
61

Joel Cluskey and Mike Walter feed the
grill

day of interest. The Buffalo Heritage Carousel, a 1924
Spillman Engineering menagerie carousel, which debuted in a solar powered building on Buffalo’s waterfront last year, is another potential point of interest. It
features a Wurlitzer Style 153 Duplex Orchestral Band
Organ. Additional thought regarding potential convention venues is required.
This year’s San Francisco convention will be jointly
held with the Music Box Society International (MBSI),
as well as the 2025 Los Angeles convention. Previous
joint conventions have proven successful, and may be
increasingly necessary to boost attendance, a minimum necessary to secure blocks of discounted hotel
accommodations, charter buses, etc. Noting some
crossover interest, a suggestion to consider a joint
convention with the American Theater Organ Society
(ATOS) was offered.
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Walter residence music room

On the local mechanical music scene, Greg Swanson announced an upcoming gathering of hand-turned organs
at the New York Museum of Transportation on Sunday,
August 28th. Located south of Rochester in Rush, NY
the Museum houses trolley cars, a caboose, steam locomotive, antique highway and horse-drawn vehicles and
associated technologies to illuminate New York State’s
transportation history. An HO-gauge model railroad operates five trains and two trolleys simultaneously. With
rolling hills and the Genesee River valley as a backdrop,
visitors are treated to the only trolley ride in New York
State aboard interurban trolley car #168, built by Philadelphia’s J. G. Brill Company in 1929 for the Philadelphia
& Western Railroad. Last September, COAA member
Craig Smith coordinated an enjoyable gathering of our
cordial cadre of Western NY organ grinders to entertain
museum guests with the joyful sounds of mechanical
music. Rails and pipes, yahoo!
With the meeting adjourned, Mike Walter and Joel Cluskey adjourned to the patio to grill hot dogs and hamburgers, while Holly took care of warming and serving
the dishes which members brought to share. We joyfully savored the culinary creativity of our fellow AMICAns. Yum! Ron Struzik’s self-baked treat of a grand
player piano cake was so impressive that no one dared
cut into it! Post-dessert discussion and music extended late afternoon into evening. During one discussion,
Glenn kindly indicated a Kodak photo moment occurring
in the adjacent music room. Quietly sidling over, I spied
two pairs of legs beneath a 1924 Knabe Ampico Reproducing Grand Piano. A closer look revealed AMICA International royalty hard at work: President Joel Cluskey
and Vice-President Mike Walter, on their backs, troubleshooting an issue.
Following a delightful afternoon of meeting new friends,
there was yet one more revelation awaiting me as I prepared to leave. Learning of my interest in carousels and
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all things Wurlitzer, Holly kindly showed me a photo
enlargement of a 1941 Spillman Engineering Company employee photo which includes Otto Andres, Holly’s grandfather. Spillman was one of four carousel
manufacturers in North Tonawanda, NY. Otto began
working for Spillman at age 18. He also worked for the
Herschell-Spillman and the Allan Herschell companies,
two of the other carousel manufacturers.
Holly’s North Tonawanda connection doesn’t end
there. Her mom, Shirley Andres, worked at the North
Tonawanda Wurlitzer factory during World War II, soldering electronic equipment for the war effort. After
the war, Holly's dad began working at Wurlitzer in the
Phonograph Dept. His job entailed checking the metal mechanism frames on the Wurlitzer 1100 jukebox
(24 selections on 78-rpm records). Holly’s uncle, Ted
Wensel Jr., also worked in the Phonograph Dept. He
was credited with designing and patenting Wurlitzer's
first coin slide. This proud family heritage provides
delightful insight for Holly and Mike’s colorful collection of juke boxes and mechanical music instruments.

1928 Seeburg E coin piano with xylophone keeping
company with an 1898 13.5” disc Symphonion Music Box
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Two photos of a 1941 Wurlitzer Model 750 Jukebox

1938-1939 Wurlitzer Model 61 Countertop Jukebox

Joel Cluskey and Mike Walter getting away from it all

Miranda, Dan, and Christine Hawrylczak enjoy their
business meeting

