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The group in front of the Wurlitzer 165 band organ (built in 1924 for Lincoln Park Spillman Carousel,
Los Angeles, CA

April 23rd was a fantastic day for the Lady Liberty
Chapter as we gathered for our first in-person meeting in over two years, and it was held in the great home
of Glenn Thomas and Kim Kleasen. We were surprised
beyond belief to see that, somehow, they have been
able to add several large instruments to the collection!
How was it possible?
We began with the required meeting led by our wonderful President, Marie Beemish, who reminded us
that an election was overdue! Oy vey! The election
was rather quick, and Vincent Morgan was re-elected
as President, Ian Fraser as Vice President and Marie
Beemish as Secretary. We also voted unanimously
to make Walter Kehoe an honorary member. He has
been involved with AMICA in one way or another for
almost 50 years! It was also enthusiastically decided
to donate $250 to the monthly zoom meetings headed
up by COAA, and co-sponsored by several other organizations including AMICA.
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Among our announcements we were informed that
member, Andrew Lardieri, who works with Glenn and
arranger Andy Park to produce a lot of music for new
Wurlitzer style 165 band organ rolls, will be entering
college to further his education. Glenn Thomas encouraged us to join Mechanical Music Radio on the Internet so we could listen to these instruments all day
long. Kim pointed out that the studio for broadcasting American based programs was right upstairs from
where we were sitting. Andrew Lardieri pointed out
that he has the app on his phone and encouraged the
rest of us to get it as well. This site can be reached at
www.mechanicalmusicradio.com.
The meeting was followed by a wonderful flute recital
by Kim Kleasen. We tried to find out where to put in
another roll, coin or how to turn on her midi file, but
she said there weren’t any of those and that it was real
live music! WOW! She is NOT a robot!
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Wurlitzer 166 band organ with Mandolin
PianOrchestra style 33A
Then came lunch! Many went back for seconds and
some for thirds. The weather was nice, and several people ate lunch outside. Fantastic! Then came
the tour. Some people were so glad to see each other
that they listened to the tour while still outside or from
other rooms while socializing, not realizing that there
were “new” instruments that we hadn’t seen or heard
before.

Kim Kleasen provides a
flute performance

Also attending the meeting were several people from
the Garden State Theater Organ Society, one of whom
joined AMICA and our chapter on the spot! Most of
them had never seen or heard many of the instruments
that we AMICAns take for granted.
What a day! People didn’t want to leave. But we look
forward to our next meeting in July at the home of one
of our younger members and new Vice President, Ian
Fraser, whose collection has already evicted his family’s car from their new garage. Fortunately, they have
space to build to house the fast-growing collection.

Wurlitzer LX orchestrion
(Photo: Glenn Thomas)

Jill Fraser and members of the Garden State
Theatre Organ Society eating lunch on the deck

Nelson Wiggen Style 6
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Verbeeck 125-key concert organ, “The Glacier”. 500 pipes, 23 registers. Only one organ but built in two
sections over time to accommodate the space. Plays books and MIDI. (Photo: Glenn Thomas)

Marie Beemish conducts business meeting

Philipps jazz band with Glenn Thomas

Lunch and social on the deck

Ramey Banjo-Orchestra with Glenn Thomas

Wurlitzer Mandolin PianOrchestra Style 33A

Wurlitzer CX with Glenn Thomas and Elvis Pollock

Link Style A orchestrion.
Plays endless music
rolls. Note the extra glass
front façade panel above
from a similar “donor” Link.
(Photo: Glenn Thomas)

Seeburg H with Glenn showing the extra-wide roll

Glenn Thomas demonstrating an original
cardboard master tune for a Wurlitzer 165 band
organ roll. Parts of a Wurlitzer 165 band organ and
Wurlitzer 165 are also visible
Elvis Pollock, Lady Liberty’s youngest member is
continually captivated by the Wurlitzer – Bruder style
166 band organ. (Photo: Vincent Morgan)

Southern California Chapter Report
Reporter and President: Diane DeTar
Photographer: Lowell Boehland

The Saturday crowd
What a great weekend for a meeting at the Frank Nix
Musik Haus. The weather in April cooperated with 75°
on Saturday and 84°on Sunday. We had a two-day
total turnout of 66 members and guests. Everyone
was triple vaccinated with masks worn indoors. But,
because LA just announced a new round of mask
mandates due to cases climbing again, we had a few
people that decided to skip the event. We all had such
a great time visiting and listening to this wonderful collection, it almost felt like it was just a normal meeting
without a thought about Covid19.

A group of 13 members enjoying Brent’s Deli

Frank standing with Shirley’s picture in front
of the 38 Ruth.

The surprise that Frank had for all of us was the addition of a 38 Ruth Concert Band Organ. It was recently
purchased from the Jim and Sherrie Krughoff collection. It was a favorite machine of theirs that resided in
an airplane hangar on their property. Although Frank
has been working on a few minor repairs it still has a
little work on the MIDI system left for Jeremy Stevens
to finish up. We added three new members to our local
chapter and one to National. Our photographer, Lowell Boehland, once again proved to be the tenacious
person that he has always been. He made two trips up
to LA to photograph the groups from both days. The
phrase “A picture is worth a thousand words!” comes
to mind. Writing an article would be so empty without
pictures to go along with it. So, I would like to give a
big “thanks” to Lowell for having my back these past
few years.

The Nix Musik Haus of the 38 Ruth

The Banjo Orchestra with a juggling clown on top
of the 38 Ruth.

The Banjo Orchestra next to a Mills Double Violano

Frank demonstrating the Weber Styria.
Next to it is a Pierre Eich

The Sunday Crowd
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The Nix Musik Haus

Frank standing in front of a Hupfeld playing a Fratti
Trumpet Street Organ
The Imhof & Mukle orchestrion
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The Music Box Room

The new kid on the block. The 38 Ruth
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