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Heart of America Chapter
Reporter: Dan Davis

President: Mike Schoeppner

The Kansas City AMICA Heart of America chapter is looking forward in December to a 
great Christmas meeting and party. In the meantime, enjoy a few photos of past and 

present members.

Christmas 2020 at Greg and Trudy Moffitt’s Christmas at Craig and Ellen Brougher’s

Charles and Dee Tyler with Adam Tubbs Blaine Thomas and Galen Bird
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Doug and Barbara Cusick

Ed and Evelyn Schmidt

Harold and Jan Engelhaupt

Craig Brougher enjoys Musial Wolf playing

Tom and Katie Hellstein
Gary Craig
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Midwest Chapter Report 
Reporter: Liz Barnhart, Don Johnson and Bob Andersen

President:  Don Johnson

The AMICA Midwest Chapter and MBSI Mid-Am 
Chapter held a joint meeting in Marion, Ohio 

during the weekend of Oct. 7-9, 2022.  Joint meet-
ings of the two chapters bring the total attendance 
to a number that makes it possible to reserve din-
ing rooms, specialized museums and more for the 
larger group. 

On Friday we visited the Marion Union Train Station 
where our guide told us, in detail of its history. This 
station served as a major track crossing/connec-
tion for several railroads in central Ohio. He also 
explained how the switching controls between the 
railroads work. The former station is now a very 
interesting museum.
  
Next, we visited the Huber Manufacturing Muse-
um honoring local inventor George Huber where 
we saw an amazing display of antique tractors and 
other farm implements dating back to the early 
1920’s, including the Huber Steam Engine and the 
1938 Huber 8-ton 3-wheeled Road Roller.

On Saturday morning, we had a private tour of the 
Marion County Historical Society, which highlights 
Marion’s rich history as well as President Warren 
Harding’s influence on the city. Also at this loca-
tion, was the Wyandot

Popcorn Museum which houses a collection of 
hand-cranked, steam-powered, electric-pow-
ered tabletop and even horse-drawn cart popcorn 

“poppers.” We all got a box of popcorn!  After lunch, 
we divided into two groups to visit the diverse mu-
sical collections of Mike and Linda Perry and David 
Van Oosten. It was interesting to see David’s col-
lection in a “new” Victorian house.

After the open houses, we had a guided tour of the 
Harding Home, it is kept very close to the way the 
house looked when the Hardings left Marion to go 
to the White House in 1921. The recently opened 
Harding Presidential Museum had a strolling walk 
through Warren Harding’s life with storyboards, 
pictures, and video clips of his life and presiden-
cy.  The meeting’s banquet dinner followed in the 
museum hall. After dinner, the site manager gave 
a wonderful PowerPoint presentation and speech. 
She noted the fully restored AB Chase Artecho re-
producing piano in the museum was restored with 
funds from AMICA and MBSI many years ago.

Sunday was AMICA’s business meeting at Dave 
Van Oosten’s. President Don Johnson conducted 
the meeting which was the first in two years be-
cause of COVID.  

Our tour guide shared the history of the Marion station. It features the Atlantic Crossing 
Tower, which was once the main switching facility for the Erie Railroad, Marion Division.



The Huber Manufacturing Museum is inside the 
Marion County Fairgrounds, with an impressive 
collection of farm toys, admired here by Bob 
Yates, Linda and Mike Perry, B and Maria Bron-
son plus Mr. Huber. 

Hope Rider, Margaret Bisberg and Don Johnson 
are given a demonstration of one of the popcorn 
machines, part of the largest collection of re-
stored popcorn memorabilia in the world. 

The Harding Home features a unique round porch which was added in 
a 1903 renovation.
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Jim Althouse, Dave Van Oosten and Bob An-
dersen check out the platform at the Marion 
Union Train Station, built in 1902. The Station 
showcases an impressive collection of mem-
orabilia. 

Mike and Liz Barnhart checked out many of 
the popcorn wagons at the Wyandot Popcorn 
Museum.

Host Dave Van Oosten and Jim Althouse enjoy the instruments before 
the Midwest Chapter business meeting.
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Pacific Can-Am Chapter Report
Reporter: Michael Metcalfe

President: Rob Reid

It was an unusually hot day on June 25, 2022  
when the Pacific Can-Am chapter of AMICA had 

their meeting. It was held at a workshop owned 
by Stu Swanberg, our host. Stu’s workshop has a 
little of everything it seems. There are a couple of 
uprights and a lovely Steinway Duo-Art. Also, a 
newer Yamaha with an electronic player system. 
There are other items both antique and homemade 
including lamps, furnishings and small boats that 
make this workshop a place where a person could 
spend a lot of enjoyable hobby time. We heard a lot  

of rolls being played on the Duo-Art which plays 
very well. Stu has a nice collection.

Rob Reid, chapter president, and his wife Penny 
organized the meeting which lasted a few hours. 
Everyone enjoyed seeing each other in person for 
a change after the pandemic zoom meetings. We 
still wore masks when indoors. There was a nice 
lunch that was delivered which ended up being an 
excellent idea considering how warm it was.

Our host, Stu Swanberg

Carl Dodrill and Kerry Patterson near the Duo-Art.

Part of Stu’s collection. A little bit of everything.

It was a lovely lunch.
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Stu has a lot of antiques in his shop.

The Dodrills, Rob Wilson, and Judy Mote. It was nice seeing 
everyone in person.

President Rob Reid conducts the meeting. Next to him is 
guest John Ochs from the Puget Sound Traditional Jazz 
Society.

Bob Monsen and Rob Wilson, treasurer, enjoying the day.
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Southern California Chapter Report 
(Oktoberfest)
Reporter and President: Diane DeTar

Photos: Lowell Boehland

Our October meeting was an Oktoberfest held 
in Tehachapi at the home of Connie and Di-

eter Brehm. Before the meeting started, we were 
treated to authentic German food. It was fantastic. 
Sitting outside in the 80° weather in this rural part 
of California was a nice change from the hustle 
and bustle of the city. You couldn’t ask for a more 
perfect day.

Connie’s father, Bill Blair, was a longtime AMICA/
MBSI member and his collection was passed down 
to her.

Our meeting started with a presentation by Dieter 
telling us of his family’s immigration from Aschaf-
fenburg, Germany to the US. The story begins in 
1922 when two of Dieter’s great aunts arrive in 
Petosi, Wisconsin to join an uncle, the owner and 
operator of The Petosi Brewing Company (since 
1874). The aunts arrived only to discover that prohi-
bition led the brewery to become a dairy, meaning 
no jobs for them! The two aunts departed short-
ly thereafter for Los Angeles, a city that promised 
more opportunity. Finding work, they settled down, 
married and raised families.

In 1957 one of Dieter’s great aunts, still liv-
ing in Los Angeles, sponsored Dieter’s par-
ents, along with Dieter, then age nine, to  

emigrate from Aschaffenburg to Los Angeles. Di-
eter grew up in LA, became a US citizen, then 
returned to Germany in 1969 where he lived in 
Coberg for three years while serving in the US 
Army in military intelligence. After the service, Di-
eter returned home to LA and began his career in 
industrial design.

Of historical interest:  Following prohibition, the 
dairy in Wisconsin (owned by Dieter’s uncle) once 
again became The Petosi Brewing Company, oper-
ating until 1972. The building that housed The Pe-
tosi Brewing Company is now The National Brew-
ery Museum!

After the meeting, we were entertained by a vari-
ety of mechanical instruments. My actual favorite 
was the two singing birds in a cage.  There was 
a beautiful double comb Regina Changer with a 
drawer full of discs. It sounded beautiful.

For “show and tell” Robin Biggins brought a won-
derful automaton. A monkey dressed in red velvet 
and pearls holding a powder puff in one hand and 
a mirror in the other. Music played as she pow-
dered her nose and then admired herself in the 
mirror. What an exquisite piece, and it was quite a 
treat for us to see and hear. 

A group photo of AMICA & MBSI members in the Musik Haus.
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After the meeting, Dieter took us on a tour of the 
property. He’s planning a pub in the basement. 
(Right up his alley). The work that he’s done is just 
amazing. 

And then there were the goats: Speck, Spot, and 
Blackie! They raised them from babies and like 
many of us, Dieter and Connie failed as foster par-
ents, and they ended up adopting them as their 
own. So, they now have a herd of three goats.

We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect day. A 
combination of summer and fall as well as AMICA 
and MBSI members. A good time was had by all.

Hosts Dieter & Connie in front of the Wurlitzer 105 military 
band organ.

Connie serving German food for the Oktoberfest.

The Music Box Room in the foyer before entering the main 
Musik Haus.

Robin, Connie, and Dieter dressed for the occasion.

Dieter showing off the Alan Pell 48 key Continental organ.
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Regina 15 inch and Mira double comb music boxes

Ardis, Robin and Helen Chin showing the 1800’s automaton.

And finally, our hosts Connie and Dieter with their pet goats, 
Speck, Spot, & Blackie.

An inside view of the Seeburg   KT Special.

A beautiful 20 3/4” Regina Style 37 double 
comb changer.
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Picture of the main music room with the 
combined AMICA/MBSI group meeting.

August 13th proved to be a perfect day for a 
meeting at Mike and Kathy Choate’s house in 

Dana Point. We parked and walked into the sound 
of music coming from one of the band organs. It’s 
always fun to see and hear this wonderful collec-
tion once again. Mike always has something new 
to show us. This time it was in the garage!  A 1957 
Corvette and a vintage VW “Thing”… both in show 
room condition. It always seems that car collecting 
goes along with mechanical instrument collecting. 
The Farmall tractor has found a new home down 
the street so it’s still in the neighborhood for all to 
enjoy during the holiday season. 

One thing that I always look forward to at all our 
meetings is hearing about the history of the instru-
ments. And Mike always tells us about each one 
before he plays it. He has acquired a few instru-
ments from some of our members that have part-
ed out their collections. A beautiful music box that 
once belonged to Betty Toth is a prized posses-
sion of his.   She was the person who sparked his 
interest many years ago when he started his col-
lection. It was good to see Mike Ames enjoying his 
Decap once again. Many thanks to Mike and Kathy 
for opening their house and hosting this wonderful 
meeting. 

Southern California Chapter Report 
(Choate)

Reporter and President: Diane DeTar
Photos: Lowell Boehland

Hosts Mike and Kathy Choate in front of the DeCap.
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Enjoying lunch on the patio. 

The Cremona and the Losche Jazz Band Piano

The DeCap

The DeCap Jazz Band with a reproduction lion from the 
Knott’s Berry Farm Carousel

A few of Mike’s instruments in the foyer next to the music 
room

Mike, Diane, Dave Reidy, Mike Ames, and Dianne Reidy in 
front of a beautiful Stinson band organ. 



Texas Chapter Report
Reporter: Jim Quashnock

President: Bob Stewart

Date:  Saturday, October 22, 2022

Officers Present:

President: Absent   Secretary: Jim Quashnock   
Vice President: Wade Newton

Treasurer: Jim Quashnock     Board Rep: Vacant

Members in Attendance:

George Augustas, Ron Bennett, Vance & Judy Kemler, Doug & Danell Mauldin, Wade & Becky Newton, Jim 
& Kathy Quashnock, Mike & Sandy Schoeppner.

Host: Vance & Judy Kemler

The Meeting was attended by 12 members of AMICA and guest Donna Ware (Doug’s sister).  Until the meet-
ing started, members were able to enjoy a nice spread of food and drink.  President Bob Stewart was unable 
to attend due to illness, so Wade called the meeting to order at 2:30.  First order of business was welcoming 
the Mauldins and Schoeppners to the Meeting.  Both have been members for a long time, but due to travel 
distance, this is the first time they have been able to attend.

Wade then reminded us of the next meeting to be held at Ron Bennett’s house on December 3.  A highlight 
of this meeting will be a rare Photoplayer.  Three meeting dates are already scheduled for 2023: February by 
Bill McKeown, April by Bob & Annette Stewart, and October by Wade & Becky Newton.  December meeting 
for 2023 is still open.  We have not officially held elections since the end of 2019, but the current officers 
have continued to fill their positions and will do so until elections are held at the end of this year.  Please 
consider taking one of the positions as the current officers have been in place quite a few years.  Jim gave a 
Treasurers report.  There has been no activity during the past two years as dues have not been collected due 
to COVID.  The only expenditures have been for stamps.  There are currently 37 members (families).  There 
being no new business to discuss, the meeting adjourned, and Vance started his presentation.

Vance started his presentation with the Chickering Ampico Grand.  Unfortunately, it had suffered some dam-
age during the move and was not playable.  A very nice Polyphon disc player was then played for us.  Vance 
then talked about several Dali prints he had about the house as well as numerous clocks.  

In the next room, we saw a nice early Seeburg record player and the Hofbrau street organ, as well as some 
interesting carvings and glassware.  In the final room, Vance demonstrated the Miro 18 ½" disc music box 
and the Sublime Harmony interchangeable cylinder music box.  The last item shown was his recently ac-
quired 27 note keyless street organ.  After our tour we enjoyed each other's company and some very tasty 
food.  The gathering ended a little after 5 PM.

EDITOR'S NOTE: President Bob Stewart advised there would be no pictures in this report, even 
though it was a very photogenic meeting, "because nobody remembered to bring a camera".
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