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AMICA Convention and Annual Meeting
Black Hills, Rapid City, South Dakota

June 3-8, 2018
Text and Photography by Glenn Thomas

If you weren’t one of the more than 100 sun-drenched 
conventioneers who attended this perfect combination 
of rarely-seen historical sights and AMICA activities, you 
missed a great meeting, doubling as a vacation!

The wonderful Black Hills of South Dakota, tucked away in 
the north-central part of the USA, has many terrific historical 
parks and sights that are a must see for anyone adding 
great adventures to their resume.  Add a week of perfect 
seasonally warm and dry weather, and the magnificent Bill 
and Rosanna mechanical music collection and you have the 
perfect recipe for a great week.  Over 100 AMICA members 
ignored some interesting travelling logistics and departed 
after a week of merriment with comments like, “what a week”!

We have tried to capture the essence of the week, day-by-
day in words and pictures.

Sunday, June 3, 2018
Board Meeting

While many early arrivals enjoyed the sights of Rapid City 
and surrounding attractions, the AMICA Board meeting 
was held in the host Holiday Inn Hotel.  See the separate 
published reports for full details of that meeting.

Monday, June 4, 2018
Welcome Breakfast
Mine and Historical City Tours

After a welcome breakfast which included a complete 
overview of the coming week, buses loaded for a packed 
day of sightseeing.

Our first stop was the Sanford Underground Research 
Facility at the Homestake Mine in Lead. This is the deepest 
and most productive gold mine in North America.  The 
depth of the mine is 8,000 feet.  Many types of experiments 
including neutrinos and dark matter are conducted here.

The National Historic Landmark District of Deadwood was 
our next stop.  Famous for Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane, 
Bat Masterson, Doc Holiday, Wyatt Earp and others, this 
restored wild-west town looks like something out of a classic 
western movie.  While it has the obligatory schlock shops 
and attractions, there are plenty of historical exhibits and 
places to walk and enter for a perfect mix of history and 
entertainment.

We drove through Spearfish Canyon, used in the movie, 
“Dances with Wolves” on our way to the town of Sturgis, 
home of the country’s largest crowd of “bikers” at an August 
rally.  That’s why we did this convention in June, rather than 
August!

Tuesday, June 5, 2018
Chuckwagon Breakfast
Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse Tours

Those who were up late last night groaned, as we were 
rousted for an early wake-up to load buses for a short drive 
to Fort Hays for a chuckwagon breakfast.  Once the ample 
and good food surfaced, everyone’s mood changed for the 
better.
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From here, it was on to Custer State Park, and two special 
historic sites that were a major convention highlight.  First, 
Mount Rushmore, where sculptor Gutzon Borglum and 400 
workers between 1927 and 1941carved gigantic images 
of four presidents into the mountain.  A visitor center and 
various trails allowed us to take our time to see this amazing 
monument.

Then, on to the Crazy Horse Memorial where sculptor 
Korczak Ziolkowski’s family, friends and followers keep his 

dream alive of carving Chief Crazy Horse’s image into the 
mountain.  A large visitor center tells the story of this on-
going monument to all North American Indians.

At the end of the day, it was back to the Fort Hays Chuckwagon 
for a western-style dinner followed by a musical review.  
Before dinner, we had time to explore the old shops of Fort 
Hays, and after dinner, the country band, “The Wranglers” 
kept us entertained until it was time to take the bus back to 
the hotel.
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Wednesday, June 6, 2018
Steam Train Ride
Harris Collection Tour
Pumper Contest

We took a morning bus ride to the historic town of Keystone 
where we had about an hour to explore the streets and shops 
before boarding our vintage steam train for a one-hour ride 
to Hill City.  The engine and many of the cars are about 100 
years old, providing the appropriate atmosphere for AMICA 
riders.  Upon disembarking in Hill City, we had a little time for 
a walk before boarding buses to Custer Corral for a buffet 
lunch.

The afternoon was spent at the wonderful Bill and Rosanna 
Harris collection.  After the Harris’s provided an overview 
and introduction, each instrument in the large organ room 
was played with the appropriate historical background.  All 
the instruments have museum quality visual and mechanical 
restorations, so the group was captivated by the sights and 
sounds, among frequent shouts of more, more!

Adjacent to the large organ room was an annex with 
nickelodeons, orchestrions, and other period pieces, all with 

a similar presentation.  Nobody wanted to leave, but with the 
Pumper Contest planned for the evening back at the hotel, it 
was time to regroup for the evening.

After dinner, AMICA’s hospitality room was filled as contestants 
lined up to play their choice of roll for the signature Pumper 
Contest.  Among the willing and shanghaied players were 
Diane DeTar playing “Colors of Wind”; Joel and Georgianne 
Cluskey playing and singing “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”, and 
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73-key Decap Herentals dance organ  

84-key Mortier orchestrion - style 36 

 

Left: partial view of 90-key Jan Roos Dutch street 
organ; right: 88-key Koenigsberg cafe orchestrion 

62-key Wilhelm Bruder 
fairground organ 
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Thomas Cardinal playing “Dear Old Dad”.  After the judges 
adjourned for a long meeting, Diane DeTar was again given 
the Golden Foot trophy for being AMICA’s best pumper.

Thursday, June 7, 2018
Workshops
Mart Banquet

Thursday morning featured many technical workshops, most 
presented twice so nothing needed to be missed.  

Liz Barnhardt did her usual Cross Stitch session.  Mike 
and Sandy Schoeppner offered two sequential workshops 
outlining the history, purchase, and restoration of their Van 
Steenput street organ.

Mike Edwards is Rapid City’s resident piano technician.  
But during the summer, he makes his home in Virginia City, 
Montana as the curator for the great mechanical music 
collection of the late Charles Bovey.  Mike’s workshop 
focused on the Bovey music collection in Virginia City, as 
well as modern player, electric piano systems of recent 
years either resident in pianos or installed as a MIDI system.

Bette Largent’s workshop and presentation covered 
carousels in the Pacific Northwest.  Dave Calendine covered 
the pros and cons of MIDI systems.  Steve Stanton, a 
second-generation auctioneer who has done many antique 
and mechanical music related auctions presented, “When 
the Times Come.”

During the afternoon, AMICA’s traditional mart had several 
vendors pedaling their wares.  The somewhat problematic 
transportation issues in hauling mart merchandise to South 
Dakota kept the number of vendors down, but we saw many 
guest hauling treasures away from some of the tables.

During the evening, it was time for the traditional banquet.  
The room was filled with period nostalgia, and the after dinner 
“New Horizon Band” played two sets mostly featuring big-
band era music, but there was quite a variety for everyone.  
Several guests took to the dance floor, and we had our usual 
guests dressed in their 1920’s flapper finest!

Then it was time for table favor distribution.  Many large 
boxes full of booty were brought to the front of the room.  
What could be in them?  The mystery was soon solved as 
everyone with “table Favor tickets” queued to receive their 
fancy, imprinted mug with references to this convention.
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A packed hospitality room ready to be captivated by 
the pumper contest 

Mike Edwards at his workshop Steve Stanton presenting his workshop 
on auctions 

Diane DeTar hold the "golden foot" trophy as the proud 
winner of the pumper contest.  Jere DeBacker and the other 
contestants look on  
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Friday, June 8, 2018
Farewell Breakfast and 
Annual Meeting

The farewell breakfast is a 
chance for everyone to share 
great memories of the past 
week and look forward to the 
next meeting.  It also gave new 
AMICA national President Joel 
Cluskey a chance to introduce 
himself and share a few ideas 
about what he sees ahead. The 
major point was that AMICA 
was doing financially and 
membership numbers quite 
well.  We still need to be more 
aggressive in recruiting new 
members and sharing what we 
do.  While we want to continue 
to be strong and independent, 

we want to look for opportunities to share and collaborate 
with other mechanical music organizations for maximum 
exposure, financial savings, and economies of scale.

That led to the Pacific Can-Am Chapter’s video presentation 
on next year’s convention in Seattle, July 2-7.  The tentative 
agenda shows an awesome jam-packed several days of 
mechanical music, tourist attractions, and AMICA merriment.  
Be sure to put those days on your calendar now!  Watch the 
AMICA Bulletin for more details.

President Cluskey adjourned the annual meeting and the 
convention.  A good time was had by all!
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Convention hosts extraordinaire Rosanna and Bill Harris at the banquet 

Annual banquet food, conversation, and music 

 

Period dress adds jazz to 
the banquet 

Our intrepid on-site convention committee 
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